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Charlie Sizemore Biography
[image: image1.emf] In addition to being one of bluegrass music’s most distinctive and expressive vocal stylists, Charlie Sizemore is also recognized as being one of its most literate and thoughtful songwriters, with impeccable taste in choosing lesser-known, under-appreciated, well-written tunes by other writers.  Based in both in Salyersville, Kentucky and Nashville, where he runs a successful law practice, Sizemore has moved a long way from his roots in eastern Kentucky, on Puncheon Creek, in the state’s quintessentially Appalachian county, Magoffin.  In other ways, however, he is as deeply close as ever, as connected to the sources of his musical inspiration as when he joined Ralph Stanley’s Clinch Mountain Boys at age seventeen, replacing the late Keith Whitley, for the next nine and a half years.
“Charlie Sizemore gave me nine and one half years of honest and dependable service as lead singer in the late seventies and early eighties,” Stanley reflects today. “He was one of my top lead singers that I have had through the years. Charlie knows music and knows how to make it right.”
Not only did Sizemore give his boss Ralph Stanley “honest and dependable service,” but during that time all of Sizemore’s earlier experience and influences paid off and led to the creation of one of the most subtle and sophisticated styles of lead singing in bluegrass today.  His remarkable tone and understated attack underpin the notion that he is truly a singer’s singer, possessed of exquisite taste and feeling.
Within a month of leaving the Clinch Mountain Boys, Sizemore enrolled at the University of Kentucky, and after matriculating attended graduate school in history at Middle Tennessee State University for a while before switching paths and moving to Nashville.  Here he earned his law degree and passed the Tennessee bar exam.  (He later would become licensed in his home state of Kentucky as well.)

Along the way he recorded a series of highly-acclaimed bluegrass albums, chief among them (and perhaps his most personal) In My View as well as a full-length album of Tom T. Hall songs.  He had also married and started a family, with two small children. Just prior to graduating from law school while at the same time working for a Nashville law firm, he took a sabbatical from the road in late 1998. “I don’t feel like I was all that busy,” he remembers, “I was having a great time. I enjoyed everything I did. The problem is I was never home and when I was my nose was in a book. I wanted to see my kids grow up.” 
By 2007, Sizemore had grown restless and began playing a few selected dates “just to get out of town and see some people who I hadn’t seen in a while.”  A recording session, produced with the legendary Buddy Cannon, unexpectedly let to a recording contract with Rounder Records and his first Rounder release Good News in August of that year.  

“Alison’s Band,” a song on the album where Sizemore, perhaps tongue in cheek, laments being unable to convince Ms. Krauss to hire him, spent three months at #1 on Bluegrass Unlimited’s National Survey and was nominated for IBMA song of the year. 

The band continues its affiliation with Rounder Records with its most recent recording Heartache Looking for a Home having been released in February, 2011. 
Even as he reaches beyond bluegrass for material, his Charlie Sizemore Band remains firmly rooted in the sound he was raised on. “It could be my years with Ralph, but I’ve never thought of us as anything but a traditional bluegrass band.” 

Heartache covers lots of ground, musically and geographically, which suits Charlie just fine. “I don’t want to make the record I made previously. I just try to keep it interesting for me.”
The success of Good News and Heartache Looking for a Home, both universally critically acclaimed, has led to a busy touring schedule and less time in the law office. That’s fine with Sizemore, who declares: “I won’t say that my worst day playing music was better than my best day practicing law – but it’s close.”
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Charlie Sizemore
PO Box 1475
Salyersville, KY 41465 
Phone: 866-898-8529  Fax: 866 258-1762

Email: charlie@charliesizemoreband.com
Website: charliesizemoreband.com
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